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" There let the pealing organ blow,
To the full-voiced choir below,
In service high and anthems clear,
As may with sweetness through mine ear
Dissolve me into ecstacies
And bring all heaven before mine eyes,"
MILTON, // Penseroso.
HPHE organ, which at one time held so high a place in the
JL affections of the English people, has for many years been
under a cloud.   No instrument has been more sung by poets
and writers:
" Et de tons instrument It ret
Dirai-je id, comme je crois, orgue"
wrote Guillaume de Machault in the fourteenth century, and
Montaigne, Pascal, Balzac, Victor Hugo, Lamartine and
Browning have all chanted its praises. Berlioz, too, the father of
modern orchestration, wrote:
" JJorgue et I'orchestre sont rois tous les deux, ou plutSt I9un est
empereur et I'autre pape; leur mission nest pas la meme; lews
interetssont trop vastes et trop divers pom fare confondus"
For centuries the organ has been identified with the services
of the Church which in the good, or, as you like it, bad old days,
stood for all that was best in the life of the nation: its art, its
music, its literature, its education, even its amusements, for the
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